Read More About It!

Moving to Learner-Centered Teaching: A Blended Learning Approach

Angelo, T. A., and K. P. Cross. 1993. Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook for College Teachers. 2nd Ed, The Jossey-Bass Higher and Adult Education Series. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.

A great selection of classroom activities that assess your learners’ progress toward attaining intended outcomes.
Bain, K. 2004. What the Best College Teachers Do. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press.

Covers all aspects of teaching from writing outcomes to assessing those outcomes. Contains inspirational conversations with exemplary college teachers.
Burkhardt, J., M. C. Macdonald, and A. J. Rathemacher. 2003. Teaching Information Literacy: 35 Practical Standards-based Exercises for College Students. Chicago: ALA.

Lots of excellent suggestions to make your instruction more learner-centered and engaging for your students.

Cox, C. and E. B. Lindsay, Eds. 2008. Information Literacy Instruction Handbook Chicago: ACRL.

A collection of articles on key issues in ILI written by experts in the field. Covers such topics as the History of Information Literacy; the Psychology of Learning: Connecting Teaching to Practice; Teaching; Collaboration; Leadership; Diversity and Instructional Technologies.
Curzon, S. and L. Lampert, Eds. 2007. Proven Strategies for Building an Information Literacy Program. Neal-Schuman: New York.

A wonderful collection of essays on all aspects of Information Literacy. Includes perspectives from administrators and faculty as well as librarians. Although the bulk of the book deals with academic settings, information literacy instruction in public and school libraries each gets its own chapter.
Freilberg, H. J., and A. Driscoll. 2005. Universal Teaching Strategies. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Deals with every aspect of instruction – planning, writing outcomes, presentation, assessment etc. Although aimed at K-12 teachers, the pedagogical principles and practices can be applied to any type of teaching including information literacy instruction.
Hensley, R.B., 2004. “Curiosity and Creativity as Attributes of Information Literacy.” Reference & User Services Quarterly, 44: p. 31-36.

An interesting approach to information literacy instruction – engaging students through activities that encourage their curiosity and creativity.
Huba, M. E., and J. E. Freed. 2000. Learner-centered Assessment on College Campuses. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Lots of great suggestions for being learning-centered in both your teaching and your assessment efforts. Highlights relationship between outcomes and assessment.
Grassian, E. and J. Kaplowitz. 2001. Information Literacy Instruction: Theory and Practice. New York: Neal-Schuman. 

Includes discussions of outcomes, teaching techniques, assessment, and active learning as well as many other information literacy topics. Second edition due in 2009.
King, A. 1993. “From Sage on the Stage to Guide on the Side.” College Teaching, 41(1): p. 30-35.

A classic article – if you ever wondered where this phrase came from.
Lorenzen, M. 2001. “Active Learning and Library Instruction.” Illinois Libraries 83 (2): 19-24.

Excellent overview of the topic. Really good discussion of how we can apply active learning in the library setting.

MacDonald, J. 2006. Blended Learning and Online Tutoring: A Good Practice Guide. Burlington, VT: Gower. 


A good introduction to the thinking behind blended learning. Discusses strengths and drawbacks of face-to-face instruction and how to blend the two to maximize the effectiveness of your instruction.

Ridgeway, T. 1989. “Integrating Active Learning Techniques into the One-hour Bibliographic Instruction Lecture.” In Coping with Information Illiteracy: Bibliographic Instruction for the Information Age, edited by G. S. Mensching and T. B. Mensching. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Pierian Press.

Don’t be put off by the date of publication. The material covered is still very timely and applicable.
Rockman, I., Ed. 2004. Integrating Information Literacy into the Higher Education Curriculum. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Looks at all aspects of incorporating and promoting information literacy in academic settings.
Veldof, J., 2006. Creating the One-Shot Library Workshop: A Step-by-Step Guide. Chicago: ALA.

Takes you through the development process in a well-organized and understandable fashion. Good material on outcomes and assessment.
Weimer, M.E. 2003. “Focus on Learning. Transform Teaching.” Change 35(5): p. 49-54.

This is the article that inspired me to try a learner-centered approach. It changed the way I think about teaching and learning. If you read only one item from this list, this is the one it should be.
Weimer, M. E. 2002. Learner-Centered Teaching: Five Key Changes to Practice. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

A more thorough coverage of Mary Ellen Weimer’s philosophy of teaching and learning.
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